Factors associated with partner violence among female alcoholic patients and their male partners.
This study described the extent of partner violence victimization and perpetration among married or cohabiting female alcoholic patients and the factors associated with it. Male-to-female and female-to-male physical partner violence were examined for 103 female alcoholic patients seeking couples-based outpatient alcoholism treatment. Partner violent (PV) and nonpartner violent (NPV) groups were compared on hypothesized risk factors. In the year before treatment, about two thirds of the women were victimized by their male partners, and a similar proportion engaged in violence toward their male partners. Severe violence also was high, with 22% victimization and 50% perpetration prevalence. Women committed more violent acts overall and were more likely to commit severely violent acts than the men in these couples. Risk factors for PV in both the victimization and perpetration models were as predicted: less education, lower income, greater relationship problems, stronger beliefs in the link between relationship problems and the female patient's drinking, greater cocaine use by the perpetrator of violence and greater emotional distress of the men. Greater alcohol and drug use and more severe alcohol problems also distinguished male perpetrators from their nonviolent counterparts in the female victimization model. Predictions that female patients in the PV group would report greater substance use and problems, childhood violence exposure and emotional distress than their female counterparts in the NPV group were not supported for either victimization or perpetration models. Partner violence is a serious problem for women in alcoholism treatment. More research is needed to increase understanding of risk factors and explanatory models for such violence.